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National developmental conferences like the one in Houston have been an I want to echo the sentiments of the conference attendees in thanking Dan 

important touchstone for the forensics community for many years. They West, M’Liss Hindman, and the Rice University Speech and Debate Team 

serve as a time to regroup, to reflect, and plan for our future. We can see for their efforts in coordinating and hosting the 1997 developmental 

the influence of ideas addressed at developmental conferences when we conference. Like many of us in the forensics community, Dan and M’Liss 
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everything possible to ensure that those papers not included in this packet 
were left out at the author’s request or because they did not attend the 
conference. 
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Challenging the Conventions or Oral Interpretation 



TRAINING OF COACHES AND JUDGES 
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2) provisions regarding the use of conventions, time limits, visual development of the student as my primary concern. I pledge to strive 

materials and/or human/animal assistance. toward excellence in the knowledge and practice of my field and will work 

toward the betterment of my field artistically, pedagogically, ethically, and 

3) instructions for the use of this statement for all tournaments. practically. ” 
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• We believe the forensics community should encourage diversity in 

organizational patterns, modes of persuasion, topic selection, and so on. REST COPY AVAILABLE 
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interpretation. Therefore, as interpreters, a student must rely upon every encourage students to strive for excellence, and more so, to educate 

avenue possible to enable him to express these emotions. One of these through performance. 

alternatives is through “foul” language. Others argue that this is just the 

way people will often times express themselves in “real life” and oral 

interpretation should reflect reality. 
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Let us challenge ourselves to bring a standard of equality in performance. 
Avoid the personal preference judging philosophy as best as possible, and 
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2D. At any time after the first round of competition, any team may 
present cause to the tournament committee why they should not be heard 
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Octofinals (Open Div.): THB special interests have ruined democracy. 
Octofinals (Novice Div.): THB advertising degrades the quality of life. 
Quarterfinals: THB that reality is just a linguistic construction. 
Semifinals: THB that crime pays. 

Finals: THB that we have sold our souls for financial gain. 
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of argumentation is clear. The negative can rest in the position of Madsen and Louden then go on to reason 

presumption until the affirmative shows bad value-ordering or bad policies 

in that values are violated, maintaining its “innocence” until good and “While this may be correct, it does not justify presumption in 

sufficient reasons proving “guilt” and justifying change are advanced. A value debate, to the extent its requisite burden of proof is one 

judge can certainly take a traditional policy-maker position and base a which can apply to both the affirmative and the negative” (p. 92). 
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Apparently, the person 2 scheduling Round Three of Poetry plotted off the tally sheets were then used as the "official" ballots. After the results 

Round Two; thus, the round looked like this: were recorded, all of the judges' tally sheets were copied. These 

cumulative ballots were then used to compile the data. First, all ranks for 
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In addition to exploring the differences between ranks in rounds, the data From a research perspective, statistical significance is necessary to 

was sorted into two different demographic categories and then compared. establish a causal link. In their previous study of judge agreement, Kay 

As seen in the chart below, the vast majority of the judges in Poetry were and Aden used the following definition: 

from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 

Judges are considered to be in agreement if they awarded the 
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McBath, J. H. (Ed.). (1975). Forensics as communication: The 
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